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FAMOCUS GREEK VIOLINIST MARIE
NICAGHI, WHO HAILED FROM
KOLKATA, PLAYED IN THE COURTS OF
EMPEROR FRANZ JOSEF OF AUSTRIA
AND TSAR NICHOLAS Il OF RUSSIA

heritage
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India needs to learn how to take better care of its heritage sites.
They can derive direct commercial benefits and also help us
connect with our country’s past, writes SOMEN SENGUPTA

OLKATAS GREEK HERITAGE:
EXANDER'S FADING FOOTPRINT

e The el of Royals of the East

Indin. Company and then the

-..Lpll.l] oif Kritish Imikse, Boolkaba

i= mimgled with glory of Biritain-

this 1s what generally comes 1o
il whem we think about Kolkatas colomial
past, A& lod of people connect it with ctlser
invading Europeans like the Duech, tle
Cranish, the Poetopguese, il Armsenian and the
Frinichias all of them wouched thas cily Wecan
evien fimd the rich kistory of migrant Chinesse
wha came here amd formed Indias oldest and
hlg._:gpsl: Chiima Town in ks eastern 1:-:|rt. This
former capyitad of India under the British bas
had & conmection with ancdher European
coumntry — Gireace, from where a huge mim-
ber af uproated refugees dashed o this clty
and they finally made i teedr home,

A Lot ol e e o b siince the Cireelos
saild their Barewell 1o FKolkata, Now even
thimegh ol a single Grevk amily livis permsa
nenily here, somehow the footprints of their
past are shill |'-l.|r|||1||]_ hr||_l_hl im af leasl two
places- a deserled cemetery which has been
vandalised and a church dmost on-functon-
al stamd al heart of Kiolkata — drawing almost
oo attemtion excepd from a few heribage sae-
ing orpamisations who ame ceving inovain o
aave these, The tourists who visit ihis city are
compedidy vmawarme of These Do spols ad 13
naw 10 funds have been issued by the
Gioernment B prrobect amd promaole Therm

Fram the |1|'|'|_III1I1IIf; of the 18th centw-
v io the emd of the Secomd Wil d War f | S45)
Folkata was indeed an imemational ooy Like
the oiber European natlons, the Greeks too
chicse Kodkaia the mioute @t became the
power cemtre of the world's first troe MMOC
i The East India Company. The strong Con-
nection af the Greeks with Kolkala is high
ligghted by the existence of two ald Groeek
grave stonies <11l vizible o the Porloguoese
hurch -.||'|':'.|.||1|1||g_ Sreel. These hn'l-.mf;h'-
the year 1713 an<d 1728 This makes it very
clear that alamg with I:.1||_IJ.|.1|-.I. Halland,
France, I*--rhlg;ﬁ-. Scotland, Denmark and
Ireland draders from Greece also Tushed io
the new city of 1 hae East Lindia o :l*-.|'||||'-\.||'|t'.

Thie Greebs were world Taurcus g their
efficiency in shig building. This when the his-
Tory ol Irclia was changing loneser these ship
traclirs Friom Greece would have travelled o
Kalkatz in the first half of the 18th century
for miore business apporiunities. They came
1o Kolkata mainty from bwo cities — one is
Fhilippoupalis, which s now known as
Flavdiv and ather ane is Adrinopolis, [nihe
naderis map ol I':l.u:ll:'n.'hlﬂ.h thess cities o
comse undder Bulgaria. From 1768 o 1778,
Fiuasian and thae O tonsan empive were ai war
wilh ech other. Victory of Russia in thal war
farced to migrate Large number of Torks and
Cireekes whio maimly shilbed 1o Kolkata, Sothe
irain of refugess far which Kolkata is histior-
tally fameoms anc largely phatagraphed is nol
anly for what happened in 15947 during 1he
partiticn al nelia |!'|II[ % all started when the
Cireekes were uprooted.

Like auy e Commimunity thse Greeks also
slarted their semlement Iy selling up a
chercha. It was m 1752 when a mosdest church
wins %l up by themn amd then anether in 1751
i place named Amiratala in Morth Kolleta
I '\.|'|:‘|.'I'k'\.| ils daor on Aupust ith, 1TE1.
Whrren ||.'I':|II'|?_E wis Then the Gowvernor
Gineral of [ndla, Almeast ot the same time &
cometery far the Groeles was also |||'\'..'“|'|-|'h.| I
Morh Belkata, These twe inckdemts make 1
ety et that  sizeable pininber of Greds
were festding in tlse City bBack then.

ity the Cireekl commumily imvodved
themselves in varbous businesees- from trad
irg of Lextile, salt, jube ete and their popuky
1 also incresed rapidly. This resulbed in
shartape of space in ﬁlu' cemelery anel so=0n
on the eastern par iof the clty & I.'||g|- |1-u| v
fwio acres was bakeen §o sef ||J:-I|||' mew Uil
cermetery, |owas anound 1757

Tsat mew cemetery started funclioning in
1777 aned still soamelwny makes s preseisce fdli
in Bolkata AL the crossing of Moulana A

Sarand andd CULT rogsd ol I:'hr-.lll'-.u__l,nl al easl
Kaolkata the historic praves les o witer nqi-l-
"F"'"‘" This devastated cemetery & the onhy
Gireek cometery of Asla

When cne goes inside this cemetery and
carefully kooksat the greave stones wheats fas-
cirmling i% that the olcest prase here is ol a
muan e Alexander Argeery "a moeble
Seamypy, oificial merchant” This Abesander of
Falkata was a rich husimessman of that era.
He died m Dhaka on Augusi 5, 1777, and
later cm his body was buried here an Anpgust
70T A the same fime Bw old tomb stones
wire ransported from old cemetery of
Ainratala to this place

Tinidanw, cover the e 120 gravis can b found,
Ol of whicly 108 are inscribed wit details
in English and Greek whik rest are either
nameless or ilberible. Mot of the tomb
slones are wrillen i Greek, Use of Englash is
.II|'I_1II1i|.'..'|II|:|'- legs. Almicst nome of the tomb
stones here dearly memem the canse of death
of 1he person. Bather death s described i a
VeTy ﬂl- mserlc crmamendal language, The
grave ofa person named Davidis is foad, He
alind om Juise 12, 180R, A per the irscription
o the stoqe he was a prieat aiwd his death
described & “Safe Hamds of Jesus” Anotler
grave of Eliza Georgiana tells that she died on
Melinw 7, VSR, ot the ae of 27 amd she was wilke
of Chardes I!-T-\.l“'l'll:h'ﬁ.:li..l he tcimibe stone reads
that she was also “hlessed by God”

[here 15 still 8 small chapel nstde ibe
cemetery, The chapel wall is covered with
alone Lablets fscribed in Geeck. I mentions
a prriest i Mlavroudis Byriakei whoe dsed
an Dicember 10,1973, His grave jsalse here
This dlilapickabed and wancalised cemetery sl
combains (himgs that really grip vour altenlion,
ihie grawe stones are made in Hack stone and
even after so much of ""'""-1'15"""'"' the ward
cunrved om that are siall I'|||_i]'|l:.' I|.-;|_:|I.'-'I-:-

Fow sculptures in the cemetery still sur-
vive and few of dhe tombstones sill have a
nearble cross over themn, On one grave the
soulprure of o yvouisg pirl looks ap with pen-
aive eves holding aonces, Till the end of 1560,
his cemelery was surrounded with a centue
ry el iren railing, now ils all pome,

Fram 1777 1o 1973 this cemelery was
fumctioned anc i 20058 a lady was buried here
Howewer,whether she had any relatioms with
thie Greeks whe had come and seteled in
Falkata in the first half of the 18h contary 1s
umkmioaem, In comnpearizoa o this graveyard in
ihe eastern parl of Kolkata, the Orlhodox
Gibeel chrch wesar Kalighat Kali temple in
Sputh Baolkata is very well maintained. The
braght vellosw paadnt amd brown railing shines
umlike the cemitery il is nola discanded place.
Fiualt im 1925 this was nol the first chunch of
the Gireeks, Olldest availahle archive shiows that
i the vear 1752 a chiurch for Greeks was
~-||w|--u| In Morih FKolkata, Afler it was han-
Ishsed aneother church was bulle with the et
muission of Warren Hastings. 1t canse up in
Ainratalaarea and its dosor was ogrened bo the
cormmuon pecphe om Augustd, 1781, One Han

Alexins Argyres a rich basiness man funsded
fpe S for s construction

The present existing Greek church
alae known s Transfiguration of the
Saviour Church or Greek Crthodox Charch
wat conslrucled in 1924, Buill in typical
ancient Gireek temple style this church swas
apened an Movember 149, 1925, An army
af well-built Doric Greek pillars in front
holds the Ir|.||'|F|_||.'||'|'m||||'n-|'|1 whilch is Fep-
resemiative ofGreek architeciure, There ame
ithres big doors in front o enter the main
praver hall of the clurch

Ttz priarver lvall of the Church is very well
amiainmed Al e et ees ane wiell polished
and walls are decently puinted. Plethora of
markle plagues mostly written i Greek
daminate walls along with a rich collectiom of
ail painbigs based oo red igrirs stories from
ihe 14th cenbury, Somse of the paintings fea-
e Mary and Jesuss e after cructflxlon. An
elegant colonial era chandelier bangs from the
top. O the exterion wall of the clwsch few
e ke takdets botly weitten in English
amd Gireekl ae inslalbed.

Dhoee Lo Thee miassive decline ol Greek pop
ubatiom i Baolkata this church became non
aneticmad from late 1950s and fmally it was
kocked. Henwever, im 1991 & was r|.'|'i|'\-\.'-1k-.|.IJ'I-:-T
a kot af pensat kons and r?mllh By that fime
Kalkata waz o more am abade for any of the
pure Gk people, Today ihis church &= maln-
by usied by J|H\.:1|. msenabers of the Christiai
comunnanity. Tlee Sunday morning service is
delivered im Bemgali.

Thee fortune of the Greeks dad not kst long
incily of Kelkata, Unlike other Europesans they
did nat Woom much in commerce here.
f'.||'-11'|:-.~:-r.1||h'r||'|.'n'r|.\3_-u."|-.1:|| the Brtish pea-
e and mainly with Armentans gradually
shadowed thelr exclusive calture ared cult in
ihils cosmogroditan

Ihe Greeks showly disappeansd in ihe
crowd at a time when the otlser Ensopean
commnirmlies weee virtually ruling Kolkats, A
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misl of the archives about Gredks ane lost in
Kaolkata and after independence. il Bei
Government bas shown treimeisdous apatly
to priisseve thi part ofthe citys heritage thus
Toilay the Greek past of Balkaba is birgely an
umknoiyn and a distorled subjscl The pave
meent i front af this Greek charch is ol of
hivwkers m4||1|ll_.r|ntt focuds. A umaut horised
ternple an the pavement is now hadhy hlock-
ing lis view from the opposite side.

The Gireeks comaetery is umser Ih:-J__-|| 2k
encroachment and the boundary l.-.'.ah I=
crumbling and imay collapse & any monsent
Chuaring rabny season, rain water blocksa large
praar® amid oz msar bl slabs submerge under
water for weeks. The garden looks mone like
a jumgle, Thiee i% an wgly room bul nel 1o
the main gk, A weell s |ll.||_l,|n':|q.||'|:|'u-r-:-||'|-:--
tery where the carelaker and his fmihe
hathe and washes uensils. Every evening the
carctaker himeelf opens a snack shap of the
i gate of this heritape site,

Except for a fiw blogs and write-ups in
meagazines by heritage enthusiasts there i
adrners] nis invilialive Lo proobec] amad preserve ths
Gireckl cemelery which is ooe o its Kind in
Asin 10 i sl bl sqgmificant mestoration wirks
were dione 1o [resere the Duich, Scottish,
French and Cranish heritage of Bengal bl
merthing was dome for the Greek ones

[ dhe West Bengal Tourtsm office al
I.I.'ull'ml,r-i}.-upl.lrr ik & 1||||_J|-L'n-r-;|-|| |5 aware
of arvihing aboal Creek cenpetery. However,
it 1948 when the Greek Pregident visited India
e bk bris Tamse 1o il Kolkatas Greek come
tery ard Conee church, Thas shows thal Groeoe
has nol forgotben a rich part of thear histery
while v here im India & country which can
dermve @ direcl commercid benefil of this
unlgue heritage site are aleof, lgnorant and
I..||'I'|I"': Wi |}:||'|'1 canslider heritage to be a
galdmime, for us it 1= only 8 lump of debris
which i pequired o be removed fo give way
o aneder ugly booking shoppiig mall or -
wry residential complex.

Women

at the helm

At a recent event, women achievers from
varied fields came together to discuss how
they can contribute to a more successful,
innovative and transformational work set-up

comference titled “She Leads
A[ud:u was organised by
SheThePeople TV and sup

prorbed by Umnited Mations Wiaman,
India, with the absective af under-
:-.1.'||'hllnl:.':|n'-|||_l_ wermen ankd ackniond-
edging their powerful voices
Establizhed women from varted fields
came Ferward with the resolution to
clear misunderstandings assockated
with gender and break free from tse
regressiwe sodial misconcepdions.

e ik was Lo supporel a con
ference that brings together women
il the forelfromt acrss :-||'\'|1|.'T\.".'i. whio
have comsistently hroken barriers to
b change makers, There 15 nothing
mviere fonmdatbanal te the ecoanam-
i and soclal viabiliny of oar citles
and countey than ensuging valce,
choice, and agescy of our wonsen,”
RAYE ?-i-h:?l-u satyam, Head,
Slrategic Partnerships, Policy
Impecl and Puldic Relations UN
Wamen Cifice for India, Bhutan,
Maldives and S Lanka.

Spekers al the evenl included
Shaill Chopra,
SheThePeople, TV, filmmaker
Adankrita Shrivastava, whose katest
filen { l{-'.u'l'-: # Ulecler My Burkha was
bannsed in India, comedian Radhika
Wag, activist Tropli Desd, [Hyvya
Suri, Executive DHrector of The
Lalit =uri I:I|'-':|'-|I:.'|I|I:.' I.ir|:1.||'-. anud
ather dipnitaries

3"\.|'|.'|Illl Chopra emphasissd the
easemee of collect bve efforts amd Fow
they can lead fo general geod,
“Theesae shiowcase real life lseroes and
champricns of wenens leadership al
a time when we have increasing
conscisasmess of gender biases and
the need Lo celebrate women achiey
ers. Distrbuted mmla Fve sessions,
the comference discussed pertinent
tapics swch as the role of women in
public pellcy, equal pay for equal
wark, chanpe through sport and the
provwer af huntour to indluence gen-
dig l.'l._|u-.1||1 v

Ao the wonsen, Hene were a
fiesw vl varicees s whell For instance,
Ramesh Abbishek, Secretary ol
Dhirpear boneenl o Encluastriad Palicy and
Praenatiom, 1|'-|:k-:- hu_:hl-. al female
entrepreneurs whio are a central parl
of the StartUp ldia campaipn, He
sald, “Wamen can play an exfreme-
Iy lmpemiang rale in the Make o India
and Startllp lndia programmes. [n
Evcdlln privvse raamneess, wiomsen save been
specilically targeted o avail the ben

Faunder of

WOMEN CAN PLAY
AN IMPORTANT
ROLE IN MAKE

IN INDIA AND
STARTUP INDIA
PROGRAMMES.
THEY HAVE BEEN
SPECIFICALLY
TARGETED TO
AVAIL BENEFITS
FROM INCENTIVES
AIMED TO
PROMOTE WOMEN
ENTREPRENEURS

efits from the incentives aimed o
JH'I |||'!| d wWarnen |'|'||r-|']!-r.."'I||'I_||1.

“Warlous Gowernment Insti-
b il SICHB are taking sipnificant
initiatives that help thvn raise fuisls
Tivewploit these schemes, tsey slyould
ke Themsalves aware of the recent
policies. Moreever, women should
came Forward and take part in the
growth af [Indian sconomy 1o maoti-
wate other women ton”

Eadhika Yaz, o the ather hamd,
s h.-rn.||| imtesseniial black monr
ok ot patriarchal men a2 well
A auhservient woeaen. She said that
huamyeur i= an essential tocd wo andee-
mine The stumbling blocks lor
winmen kad oul by an unedual, back
ward society She sven shared her
email address amd encouraged com-
edy-aspirants to feel fire toy share their
works aned give ber feedhack, Her ses-
slom alsa included 8 discusslan on
I'n-.l:. -=J'na||'||||g az stressed dhe meed
lor wionseds be negale tha [l al
haters by defying the attention they
sk desperalely.

The conference, emprowened by
Calors and Pwls as knowledge parl
ner, ended as actalyst fora |'-'r-.|-.|||.-. .
tive dialopue and discussiom on
wanmen achievers amd the role they
play i all felds, mcluding the male
domimated enes such & Inmavatlon
and technodogy, to bead o more
meeaninghal and transferimational
aulc o for womsen



